Radical prostatectomy: does surgical technique influence margin control?
The goal of radical prostatectomy (RP) is complete removal of the prostate and seminal vesicles with negative surgical margins. Regardless of approach, the occurrence of positive surgical margins (PSMs) remains a risk associated with RP. In addition, PSMs can adversely affect biochemical and cause-specific survival. With the advent of PSA screening and introduction of new RP approaches, surgical technique has become increasingly debated in relationship to margin positivity. The issue, however, is controversial, as underlying clinical and pathologic characteristics of prostate cancer also influence margin control. This article evaluates the impact of surgical technique on margin control during RP. In addition, we evaluate the influence that stage migration, the individual surgeon, new technologic adjuncts, and specimen handling have had on margin control.